Textbook of Otolaryngology by David D DeWeese MD and William H Saunders MD 3rd ed pp x+457 illustrated 103s 6d Saint Louis: C VMosby 1968 London: Henry Kimpton The first section of the book is devoted to a detailed account of the method of examination of the patient in the clinic, and also of the procedures of endoscopy and mediastinoscopy. As an introduction to each article, there is a useful account of the anatomy and physiology of the part under discussion, stressing the features of diagnostic or operative importance. The photographs and diagrams throughout are of excellent quality, and clearly described. The diagrams explaining the physiology of hearing and showing the site and effect of the various lesions leading to deafness, together with the object of the operative procedures designed to relieve it, are an example of the simple manner in which some of the more complicated aspects of the subject are clarified.
Included in the text are articles on plastic surgery, speech defects, tinnitus and vertigo, and a chapter on the facial nerve. The scope and indication for most of the operations in the specialty are discussed. A great deal of ground is covered for a took of this size, and there is meticulous attention to practical details, such as the instructions given to patients after tonsillectomy and tracheostomy.
The book is well printed and easily read. It is of great practical help to house officers and junior registrars, and those reading for higher degrees will gain a sound basic knowledge of the subject. This volume contains the 47 papers which were given during a three-day symposium on calcitonin, held at the Royal Postgraduate Medical School. It starts, appropriately, with an introductory review by Professor lain Maclntyre and is then divided into sections dealing with various aspects of research into calcitonin. These include the bioassay, purification and properties of calcitonin, the physiology and pathology of the C cells which synthetize the hormone, the effects of calcitonin on bone, and studies of its action in man. The contributors include Copp, Foster, Munson, Pearse and Potts, and since most of the leading workers on calcitonin were present at the symposium, it will be evident that the took provides a comprehensive record of current work in this field.
The illustrations are numerous and clear and the layout of most papers is standardized in the conventional form, which makes selective reading an easy matter. The fact that at least three papers contain notes added in proof exemplifies the speed at which this five-year-old field is still expanding. The book is essential reading for anyone involved in research into calcium metabolism, and should also appeal to those interested in comparative anatomy or polypeptide hormones. GILBERT The symposium was convened to consider the structure of immunoglobulin molecules and led the participants into discussions covering a wide field. They touched often on the still unsolved problem of how to explain, in the context of modern knowledge of the mechanism of protein synthesis, the diversification of immunoglobulin protein molecules that is necessary for the expression of antibody specificity; an accomplishment so readily displayed by the immune system faced with antigenic stimuli of enormous variety.
The proceedings of this symposium constitute a compendium of some of the most important advances in immunology of the last few years; and a particularly stimulating one because the descriptions of these advances are for the most part those of the workers who made them. Here is all but the most recent progress in refinement of methods of isolating, defining and dissecting immunoglobulins and antigen-antibody complexes. The electron microscope has revealed the shapes and combinations assumed by individual antibody molecules when linked to antigen or hapten, and photographs provide fascinating visual vindication of earlier conclusions from biochemical analysis. There follows a highly instructive and clearly expressed section on the Gm and other allotypic groups that provide such useful genetic markers of gamma globulin molecules. Requiring, as they do, immunological rather than biochemical methods for their identi-
